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Cheryl Kempf & Tiffany Hanna
For more than three 
decades, Cheryl 
Kempf and Tiffany 
Hanna have each 
devoted their 
careers to shaping 
and advancing the 
Special Education 
program at Gahanna 
Lincoln High School. 
Cheryl served for 37 
years and Tiffany for 
32 years, and together 
they became the 
heart of a program 
that has transformed 
countless lives.

When Cheryl and 
Tiffany first began 
their teaching 
journeys, the Special 

Education program at GLHS had only existed for a single 
year. Prior to that, students with disabilities in high school 
were often sent to other schools that offered a program. 
Both women were drawn to special education through early 
jobs that immersed them in environments with individuals 
with disabilities. Guided by forward-thinking administrators 
who modeled empathy, high expectations and inclusion, 
they found their lifelong calling as educators.

Over the course of their careers, Cheryl and Tiffany helped 
118 students graduate from their program, which serves 
students ages 13 to 22. Their proudest accomplishments 
include building a vocational training program that 
connected students to the community, where they gained 
independence and employability skills through meaningful 
work experiences. They also founded the Beekeeping Club 
at GLHS and launched the “Spread the Word” campaign 
in 2010. That campaign, which advocates for respect and 
inclusion, spread across the entire District and continues as 
a cherished annual tradition.

Their classrooms were never ordinary. Cheryl and Tiffany 
transformed part of their room into a working apartment 
where students practiced cooking, shopping, laundry 
and other essential life skills, which also included overnight 
stays that gave them a safe, supportive space to grow. 
They partnered with dozens of local businesses to create 
real-world work opportunities, ensuring students had the 
experience of teamwork. 

The families they served best capture the impact of their 
work. The McCaslin family, whose daughter Hannah 
graduated in 2017, shared:

“It is with immense pleasure and without reservation that 
we recommend Cheryl Kempf and Tiffany Hanna for 
the Cornerstone Award. They not only helped Hannah 
meet high Individualized Education Plan goals but also  
prepared her for the complexities of adulthood. Their 
unwavering commitment, innovation and compassion 
made all the difference.”

The Sawyer family echoed this gratitude, highlighting 
Tiffany’s ability to instill comfort and confidence:

“After one conversation with Tiffany, she gave me the relief 
that my son was not only going to be okay but that he was 
going to learn and grow. Tiffany unselfishly taught him to 
become a beekeeper, where he also learned to be a hard 
worker, a team player, and to keep an open mind. Tiffany 
is not just an educator, she is a hero who has changed 
students’ lives one school year at a time.”

Now retired, Cheryl and Tiffany continue to live their values 
of service and advocacy. They serve as President and Vice 
President of Creative Options in Gahanna, a day support 
program for adults with disabilities. Tiffany has extended her 
service into civic leadership, running for Clinton Township 
Trustee.

Their work to serve 
continues, and the 
Gahanna community 
remains fortunate to 
have their energy, 
vision and dedication. 
Cheryl and Tiffany’s 
legacy is one of 
inclusion, advocacy 
and empowerment—
values that will 
continue shaping lives 
for years to come. 
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